《Dummelow’s Commentary on the Bible – 2 Peter》(John R. Dummelow)
Commentator

Compiled by 40 Bible Scholars and edited by Dummelow, this commentary has received favorable reviews from Christians of many denominations. At one time, this was one of the most popular commentaries of the 20th century. Although not as conservative as the others, it is still quite helpful with detailed introductions and concise comments. All maps and images from the printed edition are included.

This commentary provides in a single large but convenient book the essential scholarly information on the Bible necessary to every minister and Bible student.

Dummelow's Commentary is distinguished by two remarkable combinations of merits. First, it combines to an extraordinary degree completeness and conciseness. As Bishop Anderson of the Diocese of Chicago has said, it contains "more information attractively presented than can be found in the same amount of space in the whole realm of Bible Literature." Yet it is not too diffuse, nor is the essential information obscured by unnecessary or rambling discourse.

Second, it combines in a remarkable way the highest religious reverence with exact scientific rigor. Preachers and theologians of many denominations and various shades of faith have paid tribute to its "conservative liberalism".

00 Introduction 

The Epistle falls into three divisions: c, 1, Introduction; 2 Peter 2, warning against the false teachers; 2 Peter 3, answer to the mockery of those who denied the Second Coming of Christ.
01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-21

Greeeting. Thanksgiving. Exhortation to Progeess in Righteousness from One Who Remembers Jesus Christ
2 Peter 1 may be subdivided into two parts: (a) 2 Peter 1:1-11, greeting followed by a declaration of the glory and virtue of the Christian life, which is a life of continual growth and progress, and requires diligent effort in those who would lead it; (b) 2 Peter 1:12-21, declaration of the Apostle's care and authority to provide for his readers' remembrance of these truths—he, who saw the glory of the Transfiguration, is certain of the present power and future return of Jesus Christ, and his testimony completes the testimony of prophecy.

1. Simon] RM 'Symeon,' the more distinctly Jewish form of the name: cp. Acts 15:14. God and our Saviour Jesus Christ] RV 'our God and Saviour'; Jesus Christ.' Both titles are given to Christ: cp. Romans 9:5; Hebrews 1:8, and Titus 2:13; (RV). 

3. His divine power] i.e. Christ's: cp. 2 Peter 1:16. Him that hath called us] i.e. the Father, as in 1 Peter 5:10. To glory and virtue] RM 'through glory and virtue.' The Christian advances towards the eternal kingdom through an earthly life which is touched with the divine glory and virtue. 

4. Whereby] i.e. by glory and virtue. Might be] RV 'may become'; such partaking is not yet completed.

5. And beside this, giving all diligence] RV 'Yea, and for this very cause adding on your part all diligence.' God has granted all things, and for that very reason we must be diligent: cp. v. 10 and Philippians 2:12. Virtue must answer to glory, duty to grace. All this is just in the spirit of 1 Peter 1. Add to your faith virtue] RV 'in your faith supply virtue': cp. 2 Peter 1:11 (RV). The Christian life is not a mere adding of qualities together, but a growth. Virtue is in faith, as the flower is in the seed; the complete fruit is love: cp. 1 Timothy 1:5; 

6. Temperance] RM 'self-control.'

7. Brotherly kindness] RV 'love of the brethren,' i.e. the Christians: cp. 1 Peter 3:8. Charity] RV 'love,' which goes beyond the Christian circle to God and all that He has made.

9. Blind, and cannot see far off] As in 1 Peter 1:11, the first statement is less exact than the second. He who cares not to progress loses his spiritual vision; the cleansing he received in baptism, and the eternal kingdom into which he is entering, are out of his sight.

11. An entrance.. ministered.. abundantly] RV 'the entrance.. richly supplied': cp. Colossians 1:18. Life is a progress into that eternal kingdom to which we already belong.

12. The present truth] RV 'the truth which is with you.'

13. Tabernacle] or 'tent,' i.e. the body (cp. 2 Corinthians 5:1)—a fit thought for those who are sojourners and pilgrims on earth: cp. 1 Peter 1:1; 1 Peter 2:11. 

14. Shortly must put off this my tabernacle] RV 'the putting off of my tabernacle cometh swiftly.' His death was to be violent, and therefore sudden: cp. John 21:18. There will be no time then for admonitions, therefore he will be diligent now, and will leave his words in writing, that they may help the readers after his decease. This word, like 'tabernacle,' reminds us of the Transfiguration (cp. Luke 9:31), of which the Apostle goes on to speak. The reference in 2 Peter 1:15 seems to be to more than this one letter. Tradition says that St. Mark gave St. Peter's teaching in his Gospel, and this Gospel may be the promised means of remembrance.

16. Coming] i.e. Second Coming, in that glory of which a glimpse was given at the Transfiguration.

19. We have also a more sure word of prophecy] RV 'And we have the word of prophecy made more sure,' i.e. OT. prophecy, which is confirmed by this sight and sound: cp. 2 Peter 3:2.

A light that shineth in a dark place] RM 'a lamp shining in a squalid place.' The word 'squalid' prepares the reader for the bad state of things described in the next chapter Until the day dawn, etc.] cp. Song of Solomon 2:17; Song of Solomon 4:6. The Second Coming of Christ is meant.

20f. God gave prophecy of old, not to this or that man, but to the whole Jewish Church; so now it belongs to, and must be interpreted by, the whole Church, under the direction of the Holy Spirit, not by the private, contested opinions of individuals.

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-22

Warning Against a Threatened Plague of Brutal False Teachers
As of old there were false as well as true prophets, so it will be now. This leads the Apostle to speak about the false teachers, who if they have not already begun-he expects will trouble his readers. Prophets were important persons in the early Church: cp. Acts 11:27; 1 Corinthians 12:28.; 1 Corinthians 14:29.; Ephesians 2:20; Ephesians 3:5; Ephesians 4:11. These teachers, who had doubtless been baptised, claimed, it would seem, to be prophets, and therefore to be outside ordinary rules and discipline: they put a 'private interpretation' on such matters. Hence they fell into the sin of pride, and rebelled against official authority; and of lust and covetousness, despising the laws of morality. The Apostle shows, by the example of the angels that sinned, and of the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, that sure punishment is ready for them, but that God will preserve the faithful from their seductions. He writes in strong but very spiritual language, and is in accord with the rest of the NT. in teaching that the destruction of the unrepentant sinner is continuance in sin: see Ephesians 4:12. (RV), 19f; and cp. Mark 3:29; (RV) Romans 1:28; 2 Thessalonians 2:11. (RV) Hebrews 6:6.

This chapter should be carefully compared with St. Jude's Epistle.

1. Damnable heresies] RV 'destructive heresies.' The word 'heresy' is passing here from its older meaning of a 'school' or 'sect' (RM) to the modern meaning of 'false doctrine': cp. Acts 24:14; 1 Corinthians 11:19; Galatians 5:20. Even denying the Lord] RV 'denying even the Master'; their evil lives were a denial of Christ's authority. 

2. Pernicious ways] RV 'lascivious doings.'

3. Damnation] RV 'destruction': cp. 2 Peter 2:12, 2 Peter 3:7. With the rude but vigorous style of this and other vv. in the chapter cp. 1 Peter 3:17. St. Jude is more polished, but less strong.

4. The Apostle here follows Jewish tradition (cp. Revelation 20:1-3), as it is given in the book of Enoch, from which St. Jude expressly quotes. 

5. Noah the eighth person] RV 'Noah with seven others': cp. 1 Peter 3:20. 

6. Neither here nor elsewhere in Holy Scripture is it said that these cities were submerged. Zephaniah 2:9 is against such a belief. 

7. Vexed with the filthy conversation] RV 'sore distressed by the lascivious life.'

9. Unto the day of judgment to be punished] RV 'under punishment unto the day of judgement.' God's punishment is remedial, and this v. gives just a gleam of hope for the false teachers.

11. Comparison with Judges 1:9 would suggest that the Apostle is here too referring to an apocryphal book, but if we did not know that Epistle we should more naturally think of Job 1 or Zechariah 3.

12. Natural brute beasts, made to be taken] RV 'creatures without reason, born mere animals to be taken.' Shall utterly perish in their own corruption, and shall receive the reward of unrighteousness] RV 'shall in their destroying surely be destroyed, suffering wrong as the hire of wrongdoing.'

13. Sporting themselves with their own deceivings] RV 'revelling in their love-feasts.' Such a love-feast or common meal of the Christians is described in 1 Corinthians 11:20.; The abuses for which the Corinthians were rebuked led to the separation of the Holy Communion from such feasts. But though St. Jude has 'love-feasts' in the parallel passage, it is more than possible that 'deceivings' of AV and RM is right here. The Gk. words only differ by two letters, and if St. Jude used this Epistle he might well correct a difficult to a seemingly easy expression.

14. Cursed children] RV 'children of cursing,' a Hebrew mode of expression: cp. 1 Peter 1:14 it means that their whole character is worthy of execration. 

15. Bosor] RV 'Beor,' as in Numbers 22:5, Balaam, as we learn from Revelation 2:14, taught Balak to try and ruin the Israelites by tempting them to uncleanness, and Balak had already offered him rewards (Numbers 22:7, Numbers 22:17). Thus he was like the false teachers in two respects. 

16. Forbad] RV 'stayed.'

17. Wells without water, etc.] RV 'spring without water, and mists driven by a storm; for whom the blackness of darkness hath been reserved.' The false teachers are as disappointing as springs without water, or as mists which promise moisture but are scattered by the wind: cp. Wisdom of Solomon 2:4 and Ephesians 4:14. The Day of the Lord will come to them, as Joel saw it (Joel 2:1.), 'with clouds and thick darkness '—a storm which will truly satisfy the thirsty land: see Intro.

18. Through much wantonness] RV 'by lasciviousness.' The repetition of this word points to the character of the false teachers. Repetition of this kind is frequent in 1 Pet.

Those that were clean escaped] RV 'those who are just escaping'; i.e. those who have become Christians, but are not far advanced in the Christian life; 'new-born babes,' as they are called in 1 Pet, who have still to 'grow unto salvation.'

19. Cp. John 8:34; Romans 6:16.

20. Knowledge of Christ is both the beginning and the end of Christian life: cp. 18 (RV). Latter end] RV 'last state': cp. Matthew 12:45 and Hebrews 6:4-6; Hebrews 10:26. 

21. Turn] RV 'turn back.'

22. The second proverb is not in Holy Scripture; the first comes from Proverbs 26:11.

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-18

Antidote Against Despising the Day of the Lord. Exhortation. Doxology
2 Peter 3 may be subdivided into three parts: (a) 2 Peter 3:1-7. 'This Second Epistle is a reminder of what prophets and apostles have said. Those who would understand it must first know that, though mockers will deny this, there will be an end of the present world by fire, as once it was overwhelmed by water. This will be a day of judgment and destruction for the ungodly. (b) 2 Peter 3:8-13. As for the delay, which induces some to doubt this, time to God is not what it is to us, and His delay is due to His longsuffering will that men should be saved. When the day does come, it will be sudden, and since it is surely approaching, we ought to be preparing the way for it by holy living. (c) 2 Peter 3:14-18. Be holy then, and consider that God's longsuffering is a means of attaining spiritual health. This is the teaching of St. Paul's letters, though some mischievously pervert their meaning. Do you keep free from error and grow in grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ, to whom be glory now and when that day of eternity shall come.' The mockers may be different persons, but are probably the same as the false teachers. Here, as in 2 Peter 2, the Apostle speaks of an evil which is expected in the future, but of which he already sees the signs: cp. Acts 20:30; 1 Timothy 4:1-5; 2 Timothy 3:1-9.

1. This second epistle.. I now write] RV 'This is now.. the second epistle that I write': see Intro. Your pure minds by way of remembrance] RV 'your sincere mind by putting you in remembrance.'

2. Us the apostles of the Lord and Saviour] RV 'of the Lord and Saviour through your apostles.' Prophets of old and Apostles now have alike uttered the commandment of Christ: cp. 1 Peter 1:11.

3. Shall come.. scoffers] RV 'mockers shall come with mockery,' a repetition in the style of 1 Pet. 

4. The fathers] i.e. the men of Old Testament times: cp. Romans 9:5; Hebrews 1:1.

5. Willingly are ignorant of] RV 'wilfully forget.' That by the word of God, etc.] RM 'that there were heavens from of old, and an earth compacted out of water and through water, by the word of God' (cp. Genesis 1:2); a thing is made both out of and through its material. What the mockers forgot was that God who made can also break up what He has made by His word. Note the emphatic position: cp. Hebrews 11:3. 

6. Whereby] i.e. by means of the water and of the word: cp. Hebrews 11:7, 'word' and 'fire.'

8. Be not ignorant] RV 'forget not': cp. 2 Peter 3:5. Another characteristic repetition.

That one day, etc.] from Psalms 90:4. 

9. Not willing] RV 'not wishing'; in spite of this different word we are reminded of 1 Timothy 2:4.

10. As a thief in the night] cp. 1 Thessalonians 5:2. RV 'as a thief': cp. Matthew 24:43. All through this passage the Apostle has in mind the prophecy of our Lord which is recorded in that chapter The elements] the parts into which we might, roughly speaking, divide the world, e.g. earth, sea, sky. But the heavenly bodies (RM) may be meant. The works that are therein] i.e. the processes of nature. Hence the expression, 'shall be discovered' (RM), is quite appropriate: cp. 1 Peter 1:7.

11. Conversation] RV 'living.'

12. Hasting unto] RV 'earnestly desiring,' RM 'hastening.' It is written in the Talmud, 'If Jews exercised penitence for one day, Messiah would straightway come.' Wherein] RV 'by reason of which.' The Day of God is the cause. 'There will be a judgment,' not, 'the world will come to an end,' is the point of this c.

13. According to his promise] given in Isaiah 65:17. After all, the world will be renewed rather than destroyed: cp. Revelation 21:5. Wherein dwelleth righteousness] cp. Revelation 22:3. 

14. Such things] RV 'these things,' i.e. new heavens, new earth, righteousness.

That ye may be found] the same word as that which is translated 'discovered' in 2 Peter 3:10 (RM). There may be a reference back to it: whatever the earth and the works therein may be found to be, take care that you are found in peace.

15. Hath written] RV 'wrote.' Such teaching is found in Romans and in the Pastoral Epistles (Romans 2:4 cp. Acts 17:30; 1 Timothy 2:4), but the letters referred to in this v. may not be preserved in our collection of St. Paul's Epistles. As the author of this Epistle has noticed, patience and confidence in God's patient working out of His purpose is everywhere characteristic of St. Paul.

16. The other Scriptures] RV '.. scriptures.' The Scriptures proper of the Apostolic Church were the books of the OT. But the letters of the Apostles were read publicly in the churches to whom they were addressed, and in others: see Colossians 4:16. Hence they would gradually come to be called 'scriptures' also. Here, as perhaps in 2 Timothy 3:16, we discern the beginning of this habit.

18. Grow in grace, and in the knowledge of] RV 'grow in the grace and knowledge of.' Grace is the gift of, as knowledge is directed towards, Christ. 'Grow' sums up in one word the admonitions of 1 and 2 Pet. For ever] RM 'unto the day of eternity.' This is the goal of hope in both Epistles.

